BLOOMSBURY RESIDENTS’ ACTION GROUP
PROOF OF EVIDENCE 1
Traffic displaced from Tavistock Place
1. Tavistock Place was a key west-bound vehicle route
a) Camden Council’s Statement of Case states that:
2.3. The Corridor forms part of an important east / west cycle link connecting
Marylebone, Fitzrovia, Bloomsbury, Kings Cross and Angel.
b) The report fails to mention that the corridor was also an important east/west link
for motor vehicles. It runs parallel to Euston Road between Gray’s Inn Road and
Edgware Road. At Tottenham Court Road traffic turned north for one block then
west into Howland Street, continuing along New Cavendish Street to Marylebone
High Street. There it turns one block south onto George Street which continues to
Edgware Road.
c) It is the only east/west route between the Strand and Euston Road.
d) West-bound traffic on Theobalds Road and Holborn cannot go down Oxford
Street, so either goes down Southampton Row to Aldwych and the Strand, or
down Charing Cross Road to Trafalgar Square at the other end of the Strand, or
down Shaftsbury Avenue to Piccadilly Circus.
e) Traffic going west down Guilford Street can only exit on to Southampton Row, on
which it can either go north to Euston Road or South to the Strand, Piccadilly
Circus or Trafalgar Square.
2. This key route now blocked off, causing significant traffic displacement
a) In its Statement of Case the Council states that:
2.2…Prior to the trial, the corridor served approximately 250 motor vehicles per
hour (vph) eastbound and 350 vph westbound in peak hours.
b) These 350 vph have now been displaced on to surrounding streets, meaning that
frequently in the day time, one can see quite literally, no cars and no cycles on
the Torrington-Tavistock Place corridor, whilst at exactly the same time, the
surrounding streets are struggling to cope with the traffic which has been
diverted. It is common to be able to walk past the junction of Judd Street/Hunter
Street/Tavistock Place and see Tavistock Place completely or virtually empty,
whilst Judd Street and Hunter Street are congested with stop-start traffic,
displaced from Tavistock Place, and full of traffic fumes. It should be emphasised
that this congestion is unprecedented; it did not occur before November 2015. It
is caused by the one-way system.
c) The pattern of congestion and non-congestion varies. Some days there is no or
little congestion and other days, there are several hours of stop-start traffic. It is
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difficult to say on average how many times a week there is congestion since there
is no discernible pattern.
3. Photos illustrating the effect of the traffic being displaced from Tavistock
Place on to surrounding streets.
3.1) The following five photos were all taken within five minutes (13.25 -13.30) on
21.1.16, showing how traffic is displaced from Tavistock Place on to surrounding streets
a)Judd St blocked with stationary traffic 21.01.16 13.25-13.30

b)Judd Street
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c)Hunter Street and Handel Street blocked

d)Hunter Street congested up to Brunswick square

e)Tavistock Place empty of cars and cycles
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3.2) The following three photos were all taken within 21 minutes (16.59-17-20) on
26.5.17, and illustrate the same problem:
a) Judd Street congested

b) Judd Street congested

c) Tavistock Place empty
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4. Comments from participants in BRAG’ Community Planning Day
The dismay and concern and sense of powerlessness of local residents who are coping
with the multiple adverse effects of the trial and its displaced traffic were voiced at
BRAG’s Community Planning Day. Below are some examples of the perceptions and
feelings of local residents.
a)
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e)

5 Comment from local older resident
a) I strongly oppose, on behalf of myself and fellow local residents, the proposed
closures and curtailment of access along Judd Street, our last viable route.
b) I have serious cardiac, asthma and other conditions and have had emergency
admissions to hospital necessitating emergency ambulance to my home in Thanet
Street.
c) Most shopping is delivered by van to my home. I like other elderly and infirm
residents rely on this service. Already we are finding difficulty in having
contractors attend for plumbing and other trade repairs because of the already
reduced access.
d) Most of the cyclist’s use of Tavistock Place and Judd Street occurs as ‘passthrough’ at peak hours.
e) As it is, continuing closure of local roads, forcing vehicles into long detours and to
fewer routes is INCREASING traffic delays and resulting pollution and increased
costs to the economy.
M. G. Versteeg, Thanet Street
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